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The Kingsmen were formed in 1991 by their founder 
and Honorary Life President Roy Hann who has also 
been the Musical Director since its inception.

The chorus has done consistently well at 

the UK Barbershop Convention which is 

held annually at international conference 

centres around the country. 

The chorus also takes part in local musical 

festivals and community events and is 

committed to maintaining its profile in the 

South Hams area and beyond.

The Kingsmen rehearse at... 
Evangelical Church, Fore Street, 
Kingsbridge, TQ7 1PG each Wednesday 
from 7.30pm (except Aug when we sing 
out), and always welcome guests and 
potential new members.

They have embarked on two tours of 

the USA (1994 and 1997) performing 

in Los Angeles, Las Vegas, Phoenix, 

Atlanta and Savannah in Georgia, New 

Berne, Charlotte, Raleigh and Rocky 

Mount in North Carolina. They have also 

performed in Holland (2007 and 2015) 

and have hosted barbershop choruses 

visiting Kingsbridge from the USA, 

Holland and New Zealand.

The chorus has over 50 singers who 

come from all parts of the South Devon 

area and perform regularly throughout 

the year in many locations. They have 

raised in excess of £101,000 for national 

and local charities since 1991 and this 

year’s Chairman’s Charity is ‘YoungMinds’ 

and is the UK’s leading charity 

championing the wellbeing and mental 

health of young people.

The Kingsmen.



We have been overwhelmed with the 

cooperation and assistance that we 

have received from our contacts in 

Barbershop Chapters in Pennsylvania, 

Washington and New York in organizing 

this exciting adventure, and can’t wait to 

sing with them and perform in the various 

organized events….we are also quite 

partial to the occasional afterglow!

 
The Kingsmen are very appreciative 

of the support they receive from their 

families and we are pleased that a 

large number of family supporters are 

accompanying us on the tour. 

We have been raising funds for over 18 

months and their efforts have been much 

appreciated by every man in the chorus. 

For many in the party this is their first visit 

to the USA and some are extending their 

holiday to visit other places whilst they 

are there.

We celebrated our 25th Anniversary last 

year culminating in a concert detailing the 

Kingsmen’s history including some video 

footage of the previous USA Tours. We 

even found time for a free six week ‘Learn 

to Sing’ course where we recruited many 

new members, quite a few of whom are 

coming on this tour. This is sure to be the 

trip of a lifetime and one to foster new 

relations and win many new friends.

We are looking forward to visiting many 

places of historical importance and 

sample the American way of life. All in 

all there’s going to be a ‘whole lotta fun’ 

everywhere we go, and we are more than 

ready to join in!

Finally I would like to thank all the 

sponsors of this booklet for their 

continued support and wish them every 

success in the future

Roy Hann Musical Director, Kingsmen

F O R E W O R D  B Y 

Roy Hann, 
Musical Director

Roy Hann
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The Story of the Pilgrim Fathers
400th Anniversary in 2020

The Pilgrim Fathers were traitors, a band of renegades 
who defied the authority of King James I.       
That was the official version!

The pilgrims believed that they were true 
Christians, determined to “purify” the 
Christian church and return to a scripture-
based service. These “Puritans” were not 
satisfied with the reforms introduced after 
the separation of the English church from the 
Catholic Holy See in Rome. 

Nevertheless, the Puritans were seen both 
as seditious and heretical for their beliefs. 
The King’s agents persecuted them. In 
1593, the English parliament outlawed 
independent congregations. Attendance of 
English (Anglican) church services was made 
obligatory. But across the country, groups of 
Puritans continued to gather.

One of these small renegade congregations 
began to meet in 1606 in the village of 
Scrooby in Nottinghamshire – living under 
the constant threat of imprisonment or even 
execution. After three years, they were forced 
to flee. Several attempts to settle in other 
parts of England failed. They had to emigrate, 
via Amsterdam to Leiden in the Netherlands, 
where their religious views were tolerated. 

But in 1618, after less than a decade, they 
decided to move again. They had economic 

problems and wanted to preserve their 
heritage. Furthermore they feared another 
Spanish Catholic invasion of the Netherlands, 
which would have threatened their newly 
found religious freedom. 

The pilgrims resolved to settle in the English 
colony in North America, hoping that in this 
remote outpost the King’s officials would 
leave them undisturbed. Their emigration was 
financed by a group of so-called “merchant 
adventurers”, who in return were promised 
a share of the fruits of the pilgrims’ labour 
in the new colony. In the summer of 1620, 
they crossed the channel to England. There, 
joined by a group of colonists recruited by 
the merchants, they embarked on the ship 
‘Mayflower’. In September they finally left 
England from Plymouth’s historic Barbican. 

There were 102 passengers on board, about 
half of them Puritans. After a stormy 66-day 
crossing they dropped anchor off Cape Cod 
(near today’s Provincetown, Massachusetts), 
on November 11, 1620. From there they 
explored the coast for five weeks, until they 
found a favourable place where they decided 
to establish “Plimoth plantation”, one of the 
first English settlements in North America. 
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The reason was for the preparations for 
D-Day, the biggest ever invasion to take place 
and ‘Exercise Tiger’ was the preplanning 
to prepare troops and tanks for landing in 
Normandy, France because the beaches at 
Slapton Sands, near Kingsbridge, were typical 
of the Normandy beaches.

The Exercise proved to be the most costly 
training incident in terms of lives lost in the 
whole of World War Two.  The similarity 
between the Start Bay area and the 
Normandy coast prompted the use of the 
area for several full-scale and live ammunition 
battle exercises.   Slapton Sands was thought 
to be a perfect place for the Exercise Tiger 
operation to simulate practice landings for 
Utah Beach, France, as part of Operation 
Overlord on 6th June, 1944.

In the early morning hours of the 28th of 
April, 1944, eight Landing Ship Tanks (LST’s), 
full of American servicemen and military 
equipment were converging in Lyme Bay, off 
the coast of Devon, England, making their 
way towards Slapton Sands for the D-Day 
rehearsal, “Exercise Tiger”.  A group of four 
German E-Boats, alerted by heavy radio 
traffic in Lyme Bay, intercepted the three-

mile long convoy of vessels.  The heavily 
laden, slow moving LST’s were easy targets 
for the torpedo boats which first attacked the 
unprotected rear of the convoy.

A series of tragedies, including the absence of 
a British Navy destroyer assigned as an escort 
having been ordered into port for repairs, 
and an error in radio frequencies, led to three 
of the LST’s being hit by German torpedoes.  
More loss of life was caused by life jackets 
being incorrectly worn by Army personnel 
and the extreme cold of the sea resulting in 
hypothermia.  As a result, approximately 639 
American soldiers and sailors died in the early 
morning hours in Lyme Bay. The loss of life 
was greater than that later suffered by the 
assault troops during the initial attack on Utah 
Beach.

When the news reached the Allied 
commanders it greatly worried them that so 
many lives were lost and that the news might 
make its way into German hands revealing 
the intentions for the D-Day landings.   The 
soldiers and sailors who survived were 
ordered not to speak about the incident and 
many did not talk about it until 50 years later!

The American Connection
Exercise Tiger, April 28, 1944

In 1944 there were almost as many Americans in 
the South Hams as there were Devonians.



Kingsbridge,  
the jewel in the South 
Hams Crown

About
If you love the hustle and bustle of a 
traditional English market town, you’ll love 
the South Devon estuary town of Kingsbridge 
which sits on the Salcombe estuary and is 
surrounded by lush, green rolling countryside, 
making it a popular destination for walking 
and sailing all year round.

Kingsbridge is a great place to base yourself 
during a holiday for exploring South Devon 
beaches, the South West Coast Path and 
nearby towns and villages.

History of Kingsbridge
The town takes its name from an ancient 
bridge built to link two royal estates – 
Alvington and Chillington, and by 1219 was a 
market town. 

By the 18th Century milling was a major source 
of revenue for the town, and throughout 
the 19th Century Kingsbridge had an 
active coastal shipping trade, with thriving 
shipbuilding and tanning industries.

Kingsbridge Information Centre
The Kingsbridge Information Centre sits 
conveniently on the Town Square, accessible 
and award-winning, their aim is to make 
everyone feel like a local. Happy to recommend 
places to eat and things to do, they stock maps, 
walks, souvenirs and gifts. 

They also sell tickets to local events, weekly car 
park permits and cards by local artists. Pop in 
for some advice on the perfect way to spend 
your time in Kingsbridge and South Devon.



Things to do in Kingsbridge
From surfing to vineyards, there’s a lot to see 
and do in the Kingsbridge area. The estuary 
provides plenty of opportunities if you’re a 
water sports enthusiast, such as kayaking, 
sailing and stand up paddle boarding. 
Nearby beaches such as Slapton, Salcombe 
and East Portlemouth are great for days out 
building sandcastles or just relaxing in the 
area’s beauty.  

Kingsbridge has a whole host of intriguing 
antique shops, art galleries, and gift shops 
to explore. Cafes, pubs and restaurants line 
the town, serving the best local produce, 
including local craft beers, ales, cider, and 
even wine and Gin. With a three screen 

cinema, yoga studio and leisure centre 
with swimming pool there are plenty of 
opportunities to stay active and entertained.

Known as a great walking town, you can explore 
the South West Coast Path and the South Devon 
AONB from Kingsbridge, and enjoy wonderful 
countryside views across the region. 

There are hundreds of walks to choose from 
across the local area. Explore the town via 
passages such as Squeezebelly Alley and 
discover not only Kingsbridge’s history 
but hidden treasures such as mosaics, a 
community garden and miniature railway.



USA Choruses 
hosting the Kingsmen

The Red Rose Chorus
The Red Rose Chorus of Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
have been sharing the joys of barbershop music 
in Lancaster County since 1949. We are also 
visiting the top ladies chorus ‘Vocal Harmonix’ 
formerly Red Rose City Chorus.

The Alexander Harmonizers
Founded in 1948, the Alexandria Harmonizers 
of Washington have won many medals in 
international competitions and have performed 
in Canada, China, France, and Germany. 

The Westchester Chordsmen
The Westchester Chordsmen chorus is 
based in Westchester, New York. They were 
founded in 1953 and have performed at 
regional, district, and international levels.

WWW.THECRABSHELLINN.COM

IN PERFECT HARMONY
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2 Course Lunch from - £19.95
2 Course Dinner from £28.95

Sunday Lunch 3 courses £25.95

Rooms available from £109.00 B&B,
based on 2 people sharing

Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 2DS 

T: 01548 853055 

E: info@bucklandtoutsaints.co.uk
www.tout-saints.co.uk

/toutsaints @tout_saints

2 Course Lunch from - £19.95 
2 Course Dinner from £28.95

Sunday Lunch 3 courses £25.95 
Afternoon Teas £16.95

Rooms available from £109.00 B&B, 
based on 2 people sharing

Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 2DS   T: 01548 853055 

E: info@bucklandtoutsaints.co.uk   www.tout-saints.co.uk

/toutsaints @tout_saints

BUCKLAND TOUT-SAINTS
HOTEL
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We are pleased to 
support the Kingsmen

The Cottage Hotel, Kingsbridge, Devon
www.hopecove.com



THE BEST RATES AND DEALS    NO BOOKINGS FEES    EXPERT LOCAL KNOWLEDGE
hellokingsbridge.co.uk

EXPERIENCE TIMELESS CHARM  - BOOK YOUR VISIT WITH

Over 15 years  
experience in Cyprus
www.sunshineluxuryvillas.com

www.rentyourcyprusproperty.com

         Reg. Cyprus Agent P.H Sunshine Luxury Villas LTD A.M 800, AA. 389/E

EU
CITIZENSHIP SALES RENTALSCUSTOM-BUILT

PROPERTIES
CYPRUS

PERMINENT RESIDENCY



Blueriver Cottages  
are proud to be supporting the 
Kingsmen on their tour of the USA.

Tel: 01803 833682
info@bluerivercottages.co.uk
bluerivercottages.co.uk

We have over 50 properties available for your stay  
in Dartmouth. Visit our website for more details.



 DARTMOUTH, DEVON ENGLAND. CALL +44 (0)1803 832580   

DART MARINA
HOTEL & SPA

visit www.dartmarina.com

A perfect place to visit. Any time of the year.
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